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Dr. David La Guardia’s storied career at John Carroll extended for more than fifty years, from 1968 
until this past December 2020.  Through more than half a century of service, David occupied many 
critical leadership roles: department chair, core director, and Academic Vice President, among others. 
As a scholar, David made his mark early on with his award-winning monograph entitled Advance on 
Chaos: The Sanctifying Imagination of Wallace Stevens, published to great acclaim in 1983.  He is 
also a well-published poet, and the department offers a creative writing award in his honor.
FACULTYNOTES
continued on page 4




SEPTEMBER 9, 2021       
Mass of the Holy Spirit (12 noon)
Special Class Schedule
SEPTEMBER 20, 2021
 Summer Research Fellowship 
applications due to Provost’s 
Office
OCTOBER 1, 2021
 Faculty self-evaluations due to 
department chairs
 Tenure/promotion dossiers due 
to department tenure/promotion 
committees
OCTOBER 18, 2021
 Grauel Faculty Fellowship 




 Tenure/promotion dossiers due to 
appropriate Dean’s Office
DECEMBER 1, 2022
 Applications available for 
Celebration of Scholarship
APRIL 4-7, 2022
 Celebration of Scholarship
In December 2020, Dr. David La Guardia retired after 52 years of service to JCU.
[The full-time faculty who have retired since the end of the 2019-20 academic year have 
contributed a total of more than 300 years of service to John Carroll.  Beginning on this page, 
their department colleagues offer reminiscences of that service.]
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LISTED ARE SELF-REPORTED 
FACULTY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
IN TEACHING, SCHOLARSHIP, 
AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL 
ACTIVITIES.  AS OF FALL 2017, 
FACULTY PUBLICATIONS ARE 
RECORDED EXCLUSIVELY IN 
THE FACULTY BIBLIOGRAPHY; 
ALL PUBLICATIONS SHOULD 
BE SENT TO MINA CHERCOURT 
IN GRASSELLI LIBRARY 
(MCHERCOURT@JCU.EDU).
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES
Bonnie Gunzenhauser, Ph.D., delivered 
the annual Phi Beta Kappa Lecture at 
Luther College on October 31, 2020.  The 
lecture was titled "Less Stability, More 
Change: The Case for the Liberal Arts in the 
21st Century."
COUNSELING
Paula Britton, Ph.D., made a presentation 
on “Medical Marijuana and Mental Health 
Disorders: Attitudes of Professional 
Counselors” at the American Counseling 
Association (ACA) National Conference as 
well as its 2021 telehealth conference.  Her 
co-presenters were Martina Moore and M. 
Darwal.
Dr. Britton also presented a live webinar 
on “Infusing Post-Modernism into Mental 
Health Supervision: Solution Focused 
Supervision” at the Telehealth Certification 
Institute on December 11, 2020.
ECONOMICS AND FINANCE
Sokchea Lim, Ph.D., presented two papers 
virtually at the 90th Annual Meeting of the 
Southern Economic Association:  
"International Migrants, Remittances, and 
Foreign Direct Investment" and "Policy to 
Promote Overseas Migrant Work: A 
Macro-Dynamic Framework" on November 
21 and 23, 2020.  He also chaired a session 
on migration at the same meeting. 
Dr. Lim was also appointed to lead the 
Cambodia Chapter for the South East Asia 
International Trade and Finance 
Association at IPB University in Indonesia 
from 2021 to 2024.
ENGLISH
Philip Metres, Ph.D., delivered talks on 
“The Poetics of Justice” at Bennington 
College on March 24, 2021, and “The 
Futures of Documentary Poetry” at the 
Association of Writers and Writing 
Programs Conference on March 3, 2021. 
Dr. Metres also participated in the 
following poetry readings, classroom visits, 
and exhibits:   Michigan State University 
(April 14, 2021); Kelly Writers House, 
University of Pennsylvania (March 25, 
2021);  Bennington College in Vermont 
(March 24, 2021); Hank Center at Loyola 
University in Chicago (March 11, 2021); 
Goshen College in Indiana (March 9, 2021); 
Jewish and Palestinian solidarity poetry 
reading, AWP (March 3, 2021); Seminary 
Co-Op Bookstore, Chicago (March 2, 2021); 
Watson Fellowship creative writing master 
class, New York (February 18, 2021); and Lit 
Youngstown (January 31, 2021).
LEADERSHIP
Kyle O’Dell, Ph.D., presented "Redesigning 
a Leadership Minor to Increase Engagement 
and Enrollment" at the International 
Leadership Association Annual Conference 
in November 2020.
MANAGEMENT, MARKETING, AND SUPPLY 
CHAIN
Alison Dachner, Ph.D., recorded a 
podcast for Harvard Business Review 
IdeaCast entitled "The Competitive 
Advantage of an Offboarding Program".  





At the 74th Annual Eastern Colleges 
Science Conference (ECSC), hosted 
remotely by Wilkes University and the 
New York Botanical Garden on April 9-10, 
2021, four of the students of Helen 
Murphy, Ph.D., and Cyrilla Wideman, 
Ph.D., received award plaques for their 
research project manuscripts.  Jamie 
Gatesman ’21 and Riley Justice ’21 received 
an Award of Excellence for a research 
paper in Psychology.  Robert Fogle ’21 and 
Katherine Peake ’21 received an Award of 
Excellence for a research paper in Health 
Science.  In addition to their manuscript 
awards, Riley Justice and Jamie Gatesman 
received the Excellence Award for a Poster 
Presentation in Psychology.  Judging took 
place by means of a blind review.  
The manuscripts and poster presentations 
were a culmination of an independent 
research project, which is a component of 
the Neuroscience concentration.  The 
interdisciplinary concentration involves 
students who major in Biology, Chemistry, 
or Psychology.  Faculty judges from 
universities and research institutions in 
the Eastern U.S. evaluated all of the 
research submissions.  
ECSC is the oldest undergraduate research 
conference in the United States.  For 34 
consecutive years, the students of Drs. 
Murphy and Wideman have received 
Excellence/Outstanding Awards for 
research in Biology, Chemistry, and/or 
Psychology at the ECSC. 
PHILOSOPHY
Earl Spurgin, Ph.D., served as a critic for 
the session “Author Meets Critics: Terry L. 
Price, Leadership and the Ethics of 
Influence” at the Thirtieth Annual Meeting 
of the Association for Practical and 
Professional Ethics, which took place 
virtually on February 26, 2021.
Dr. Spurgin also served as a judge for the 
Intercollegiate Ethics Bowl held in 
conjunction with the meeting of the 
Association for Practical and Professional 
Ethics on February 27-28, 2021.
POLITICAL SCIENCE
Mindy Peden, Ph.D., made a presentation 
on "Neopolitics and the Framing of Tactics: 
Implications of Cruikshankian Approaches" 
at Critique and Contingency: A Festschrift 
Symposium in Honor of Barbara 
Cruikshank, which was held online on April 
10, 2021, and hosted by the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst.
Colin Swearingen, Ph.D., Elizabeth 
Stiles, Ph.D., and Linda Seiter 
(Mathematics, Computer Science, and Data 
Science) made a joint presentation on "Life 
of the Party: Social Networks, Public 
Attention, and the Presidential Nomination 
Process" at the Midwest Political Science 




Arguably, however, his most potent and 
transformative role, and the one dearest to his 
heart, was that of teacher.  David’s classes on the 
giants of American literature—Hawthorne and 
Melville, Hemingway and Faulkner, Fitzgerald 
and Morrison—touched his students profoundly, 
in ways that reverberate decades after their last 
exams.  At David’s “Last Lecture” presentation 
this fall, 300 people “zoomed” by to pay their 
respects, including alumni from the 1960s on, 
all with stories of imaginations shaped, and 
aspirations formed, under his generous tutelage. 
This living legacy continues to shape and inspire 
us. 
Elizabeth V.  Swenson, Ph.D.












and ended as 
the founder and 
coordinator 
of the 
concentration and minor in forensic 
psychology.  After completing eight years as 
chair of the department, she filled her extra 
time by attending law school and then by 
clerking for a federal district court judge.  
Her interests in law and psychology led to 
expertise in professional ethics.  She served 
on the American Psychological Association 
Committee on Ethics and became one of the 
authors of the current Ethical Principles of 
Psychologists and Code of Ethics.  She is also 
active in the Ohio Psychological Association 
as chair of the OPA Ethics Committee.  
Students in her Ethics in Psychology course 
have benefitted from her partly true/
partly fabricated ethics vignettes.  These 
vignettes have appeared in more than thirty 
publications on professional ethics, as well as 
on final exams.
Other activities at JCU include leadership 
of the Institutional Review Board, Career 
Center, and Assessment Committee, as well 
as serving as pre-law and Fulbright advisor.  
She has been a host family for countless Asian 
students, many of whom she has maintained 
contact with.  Indeed some still call her 
“Mom.”  Above all, Elizabeth has loved 
teaching and advising John Carroll students.  
She was retired only one day before realizing 
that she would love to return to JCU as an 
adjunct in the Psychology Department.  
After being asked to write the University’s 
2004 self-study for the reaffirmation of 
accreditation, Elizabeth discovered a new 
interest in regional accreditation.  She has 
been actively involved with the Higher 
Learning Commission ever since.  She is 
a peer review team chair, a member of the 
Institutional Actions Council and a charter 
member of the new Special Projects Review 
Corps, where she specializes in change of 
control issues that need rapid turnarounds.  
She also works as a psychology department 
reviewer with the American Psychological 
Association.
Elizabeth’s accomplishments have been 
recognized many times.  She is a fellow of 
the American Psychological Association, the 
Midwest Psychological Association and the 
Phi Beta Kappa Society.  In 2010 she received 
the University’s Distinguished Faculty 
Award.  Prior to that she was named the Ohio 
Psychological Association’s Distinguished 
Contributor to the Profession of Psychology 
and received the Career Service award from 
the Society of the Teaching of Psychology, 
a group she chaired in the late eighties.  In 
2018 she was named the Adoption Triad 
Advocate of the year by the Adoption Network 
Cleveland.  She has been a consulting editor 
of the journal Teaching of Psychology and a 
reader of Advanced Placement Psychology 
exams for many years.
Elizabeth followed in the footsteps of her 
father, who taught chemistry at Case Institute 
of Technology.  Two of her daughters also 
teach at the college level: Karen, a political 
scientist at Eastern Illinois University, and 
Kirsten, an art historian at the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell.  Her third daughter 
Connie is a free-lance editor.  Each daughter 
has two children, the joys of Elizabeth’s life.
Elizabeth will be moving to Oberlin, Ohio, 
where she plans to study art history at 
Oberlin College and volunteer at a legal clinic.  
Our gratitude, congratulations, and warm 





Philip J. Metres III, Professor of English, has been named the 
recipient of the 2021 Distinguished Faculty Award. The award is 
the highest honor that John Carroll University can bestow on a 
member of its faculty. Phil earned a B.A. from the College of the 
Holy Cross and an M.A., M.F.A., and Ph.D. from Indiana 
University.  He joined the JCU English Department in 2001, went 
on to secure tenure in 2007, and was promoted to full professor in 
2012.  English Department colleague Debby Rosenthal, who 
nominated him for the award, notes that he “has made deeply 
meaningful contributions to the lives of students and fellow 
members of the John Carroll University community. . . . Phil 
excels at classroom instruction and in advising.  But he is also a 
veritable force in publishing and service.”
Phil’s effectiveness as an instructor garnered him the Culicchia 
Award for Teaching Excellence in 2012.  To quote Dr. Rosenthal 
again, “He passionately believes that the Humanities have much 
to teach us about our lives and he steadfastly shares the pressure of his commitment with his students.”  He has offered a wide range of 
courses on creative writing, introductory and advanced poetry writing, and literature, as well as courses in Peace, Justice and Human 
Rights.  In addition, he has supervised many creative projects of graduate students in English, undergraduate Honors theses, and PJHR 
projects.  He is the only member of the English Department to supervise a student for a Summer Undergraduate Research Fund project.
He is also extraordinarily productive when it comes to published scholarship.  He authors a volume of poetry with enviable regularity, so 
that, at this point, his bibliography numbers 19 books.  His resume lists over 400 poems published in the most distinguished journals and 
anthologies.  Moreover, his work has been widely recognized, not only within the University but also in the wider local community and 
at the state and national levels.  This was capped by his receipt of a Guggenheim Fellowship last year.  Moreover, Phil is an accomplished 
translator from Russian of the poetry of Arseny Tarkovsky and Sergei Gandlevsky.
Finally, Phil’s accomplishments as teacher and scholar are matched by his service to the University.  It has manifested itself in a variety 
of ways; note, for instance, his supervision of the Peacebuilding Program in Ireland, the PJHR program, the Young Writers’ Workshop, 
and the launch of Writers-in-Residence in juvenile detention centers with the support of Anisfield-Wolf funding.
An especially fitting tribute comes from one of Phil’s former students who contributed a letter in support of the DFA nomination.  The 
writer marveled “at how a man in this society demonstrated a willingness to be utterly vulnerable every day with his true emotions and 
life experiences and to also articulate those sentiments truly and accurately without fear or shame.  Dr. Metres may have taught me 
creative writing but he also taught me how to be my own man and for someone like me, who was raised by a single-parent mother, his 
mentorship then as an undergraduate and now as an alum has meant the world to me."
SPRING 2021
6
Kenneth Eslinger,  Ph.D.
(Associate Professor of Sociology) 















to 2005.  He completed his undergraduate 
education at Indiana State University in 
1963 and earned his M.A. (1968) and Ph.D. 
(1971) from Ohio State University.  Ken 
started his career as an assistant professor 
at Cleveland State University before arriving 
at JCU.  Among his many accomplishments, 
he proudly served as the Vice President of 
the North Central Sociological Association 
and published a number of journal articles, 
book chapters, and, most recently, entries in 
the International Encyclopedia of the Social 
Sciences.
Ken was a quintessential old-school academic 
from his teaching style (lectures interspersed 
with stories of growing up in Indiana and the 
etymology of German sociological concepts) 
to his personal style (always a suit and 
tie, but rarely in the staid colors of gray or 
navy).  He preferred the comforts of paper 
and pens to digital technologies and could 
often be observed writing his notes for class 
or perusing an unabridged dictionary at the 
department’s conference table.  A scholar of 
social change, institutions, and sociological 
theory, Ken espoused an historical approach 
to the discipline of sociology and encouraged 
his students to learn this perspective as well 
in the numerous courses in Foundations of 
Sociology and Social Problems he taught 
over the years.  His breadth of sociological 
knowledge often impressed and sometimes 
bemused his students.  In the words of one of 
his former students, “Dr. Eslinger literally 
knows everything about anything.”  
The department wishes Ken the best in his 
retirement and hopes he enjoys time to read, 
write, travel to Indiana, and catch a few 
largemouth bass.
T homas Zlatoper,  Ph.D.
(Professor of Economics) 
Department of Economics and Finance







from a cereal 
commercial, 
“Give it to 
Mikey, he’ll 
eat anything.”  
We do not 
know a lot 
about Tom’s eating habits, but we suspect 
they are very healthy.  We do, however, have 
a lot of evidence about his appetite for service 
to the John Carroll community.  Like Mikey, 
Tom is unable to say no.
During his more than thirty-year tenure 
at John Carroll, Tom has been the ideal 
University citizen and colleague in 
innumerable ways, within the Economics and 
Finance department, within Boler, and across 
the University.  His willingness to serve in 
significant leadership positions, as Interim 
Dean of the School of Business, as Dean of the 
Graduate School, in times of transition and 
change, reveal the respect and trust everyone 
has in him.  Within the department and in 
Boler, Tom checked all the boxes, spanning 
all dimensions of the faculty experience 
from teaching through research and was a 
supportive and helpful mentor to many of us 
as we came on as new faculty.
Despite the administrative interruptions, 
Tom’s commitment to his research never 
wavered.  He has published numerous articles 
in the area of transportation and highway 
safety with an occasional detour into the 
world of sports.  These efforts include co-
authorship of a signature book in the field, 
Causes and Deterrents of Accidents.  This 
book is the starting point for anyone who 
wants to understand that area of academic 
inquiry.
More important, Tom tirelessly developed 
the research talents of many others.  He is 
a willing collaborator.  Whether helping a 
young colleague learn how to get that first 
refereed article or re-energizing someone 
who had drifted away from research, Tom 




a co-author, he would occasionally drive 
us crazy because he is so thorough and 
meticulous, but his instincts are sound.  A 
number of us owe our research success to 
our collaboration with him.  His commitment 
to being academically active is exemplary. 
Tom brings his love of research to the 
classroom. One of Tom’s elective classes 
is Econometrics. Each student must do an 
empirical paper, and during that process 
Tom sharpens the skills of these young 
researchers.  If Tom is honest, he will admit 
his classes are not tech-heavy, unless you 
consider a document camera cutting-edge.  
That does not matter.  Regardless of the 
course, regardless of the student audience, 
Tom’s preparation and meticulous nature 
create a special learning environment, 
one that earned him the Wasmer Teaching 
Award.  His teaching evaluations always 
commend Tom and express appreciation for 
how he allowed his students to succeed.
Born and raised in the CLE, he returned 
home after his undergraduate experience 
at Boston College and his graduate work at 
Northwestern.  His roots in the CLE shaped 
his sports allegiances as he religiously 
follows his Browns and, more fervently, his 
St. Ignatius Wildcats.  When the latter are 
playing, Tom is somewhere in the stadium.  
I suspect more free time and a post-COVID 
world will also allow Tom to check more 
countries off of his places to see list.
If you need a poster child for the Jesuit 
principle of “men and women for and with 
others,” you need look no farther than Tom 
Zlatoper.  Thanks, Tom, for the all of the 
ways you made all of us better.
Jerr y Weinstein,  Ph.D.
(Professor of Accountancy) 
Department of Accountancy
by Al Nagy













his efforts in teaching, scholarship, and 
service.  Jerry has taught a wide variety 
of courses for the School of Accountancy.  
Within the Accountancy program, he has 
offered just about every topical class in 
the undergraduate curriculum.  This is 
extremely unusual, as nearly all accounting 
faculty members focus on a single specialty 
area mainly due to the specificity of the 
rules and regulations pertaining to U.S. and 
foreign income taxation as well as advanced 
financial and governmental accounting.  
Jerry’s excellence in the classroom has 
been recognized with several teaching 
awards, including the Boler College of 
Business Wasmer Teaching Award, and the 
Outstanding Ohio Accounting Educator 
given by the Ohio region of the American 
Accounting Association and the Ohio Society 
of CPAs.
Jerry has also distinguished himself in the 
area of service and in the process carried 
the name of John Carroll far and wide.  
Engaging in service has long been part of his 
DNA.  Even before coming to JCU, he had 
served on several non-profit boards, and he 
continues to do so today.  He has been active 
in the American Accounting Association 
(AAA), the professional organization for 
academic accountants, for many years.  At 
the national level he chaired a committee 
of one of the AAA sections and served as 
Ohio’s representative to the national council.  
Within the Ohio region of the AAA, Jerry 
has served as program chair and president.  
Governor John Kasich appointed him to the 
Accountancy Board of Ohio in 2017, making 
him the first full-time academic on the 
board in almost ten years.  Jerry has been a 
member of the Ohio Society of CPAs for over 
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40 years and has served on their executive 
board. 
At John Carroll, Jerry has been the lead 
faculty member and JCU community 
liaison for the Internal Revenue Service’s 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program 
(VITA) for over 20 years.  In that time, 
hundreds of students have participated in 
this worthwhile activity, preparing several 
thousand tax returns for low-income, 
disabled, and limited English-speaking 
taxpayers.  Jerry has been actively involved 
with the Faculty Council and has served on 
numerous FC committees over the years.  
He chaired the Accountancy Department 
for over 12 years, and is a past recipient of 
the Curtis Miles Award for faculty service.  
In sum, Jerry has demonstrated a lifelong 
commitment to service both within and 
outside of the University, and has lived out 
the Jesuit value of ‘men and women for 
others’.  
I have known Jerry for over twenty years, 
going back to the start of my tenure at 
John Carroll.  He has been a wonderful 
colleague, mentor, and friend.  Jerry has 
formed countless friendships and working 
relationships with individuals throughout 
the JCU community.  You would be hard-
pressed to find anyone on campus who has a 
negative word to say about Jerry.  I admire 
him both as a colleague and as a person, 
and I am fortunate to call him my friend.  












sor at John 
Carroll Univer-








ture.  He is the author of Imperial Subjects, 
Imperial Space: Rudyard Kipling's Fiction of 
the Native-Born (2002), numerous articles, 
reviews, and poetry.  One critic called his 
monograph “quite simply the best critical 
book on [Rudyard] Kipling.”  His dedication 
to his craft of teaching, his meticulous atten-
tion to student writing, his passion for the 
humanities, and his integrity were remark-
able.  His former student Dave Lucas joked 
that “McBratney is such a good guy he makes 
Gandhi look like an a**hole.”  To wit: “When 
John got word that his manuscript had been 
accepted at the Ohio State University Press, 
he waited until he got home to phone his 
parents with the good news.  Why?  Because 
he didn’t want the University to have to pay 
the long-distance charge.”  Dr. McBratney is a 
model of the humanities, again, quoting Dave, 
“a brilliant lecturer who is even a better 
listener; a man of well-considered opinions 
who seems to welcome the chance to change 
his mind; a keen scholar and critic who has 
never lost [his] enthusiasm…. John is not a 
Jesuit, but a Victorianist; nevertheless, his 
sense of duty and sacrifice is less Middle-
march than Sermon on the Mount.  Anyone 
who knows John knows what he has given to 
his discipline, his institution, his colleagues, 
his family and friends.  Gandhi never had a 
chance.”
Jie Zhang, M. A . ,  M.S.
(Associate Librarian) 











March 1998.  
He was 
hired as the 
Education/
Reference 
Librarian and worked with the research 
methods classes for the Department of 
Education as well as Graduate Studies 
Counseling.  In his more than twenty-two 
years at JCU, he may have worn more hats 
than any other librarian.  He was later 
appointed Unit Leader for Education and 
Multimedia, Head of Circulation, and Head 
of Reference.  Jie likes to observe that he has 
been the only librarian to move his office six 
times and on all three floors of the library.  
 In an earlier life, Jie taught English at 
a university in China.  He came to the 
United States to pursue a master’s degree 
in teaching and later switched his interest 
to librarianship.  As alternative ways of 
offering reference help to students became 
a trend, Jie was on the cutting edge of 
exploring “proactive chat,” which is the 
now-familiar model of assisting students 
through the pop-up windows that appear 
on library homepages.  With Nevin Mayer, 
he published a usage study in C&RL News 
called “Proactive Chat Reference: Getting 
in the User’s Space” and presented his 
work at an ACRL conference.  Says Jie: “I 
got inquiries from all over the world about 
the publication.” 
9
A member of the Asian Studies Advisory 
Committee, Jie’s unique background 
made him a frequent guest lecturer in 
the classrooms of different departments.  
Students in Management, Communication, 
Sociology, and Political Science were among 
those who benefitted from his presentations 
on cross-cultural communications and China 
studies.  Whether he spoke on library or non-
library topics, Jie’s fondness was always for 
“working with students.”
Jie exemplifies the idea that one of the best 
friends a college student can make is a 
good academic librarian.  He would take all 
the time necessary to help students comb 
databases for relevant resources and then 
follow up with them to see how their projects 
were proceeding.  When the Business 
Librarian retired, Jie took over most of the 
library’s work with the business writing 
classes.  In short, he will be missed. 
We wish Jie a happy retirement and plenty of 
time in the company of his family. 
Abdulrazaq Imam, Ph.D.







faculty of the 
Psychology 
Department 




as a faculty 
member at 
American University in Beirut.  Dr.
Imam retired from JCU in August 2020 due 
largely to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Abdul’s 
wife and toddler son reside in Nigeria and 
were not able to join him in the U.S. due to 
immigration restrictions imposed in recent 
years. Once the pandemic got underway, 
Abdul feared that he would not be able to 
travel to visit his family.  Fortunately, he was 
able to return to Nigeria to join his family 
before all international travel was halted.
While at John Carroll, Abdul was an 
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accomplished researcher who published in 
the top-tier journals and the proceedings 
of the major conferences in the field of 
Behavior Analysis.  He was active in sharing 
his expertise by mentoring many students 
in their own research and while also 
giving them the opportunity to co-author 
publications with him.  Abdul was an early 
advocate of a growing movement within 
the field of psychology to adopt a Bayesian 
approach to statistical reporting.  He was 
also far ahead of the curve in the area of 
assessment.  From the very beginning of 
his tenure at JCU, he conducted continuous 
assessment in his courses, including pre/
post-learning measures.  Abdul was able to 
quantify learning in his classes and, most 
important, use the data and feedback derived 
from his continuous assessment to make 
improvements in them.  He was also active in 
faculty governance during his time at JCU.
We wish Abdul and his family all the best in 
the years ahead.
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Richard Clark /  Sociology & Criminology will complete 
a manuscript on death row long-term inmate Pen 
Pals, based on an analysis of letters written by 24 
inmates to their 95-year-old correspondent.
Jef f rey Dyck / Physics will focus on performing 
specialized electrical and thermal transport property 
measurements as a function of light illumination on a 
prospective solar cell material. The approach taken is 
aimed at elucidating the reasons that the solar power 
conversion efficiency in this material degrades over 
time due to material instability. The results will aid 
in assessing the material’s promise for high efficiency 
solar cell device applications.
Julia Karolle -Berg /  Classical & Modern Languages and 
Cultures will conduct research for a projected literary 
history of German-language crime and detective 
literature (Kriminalliteratur) from the 1890s to 
the mid-1930s. The finished work will place these 
popular forms within their broader cultural-historical 
context.  [Dr. Karolle-Berg was able to take her 
Grauel in Spring 2021, as originally planned.]
Elena Manilich /  Mathematics & Computer Science 
will develop a set of prognostic models for patients 
with colorectal cancer.  Machine-learning algorithms 
and 3-D data visualization tools will be used to build 
prognostic models that explain the complex interplay 
among clinical and histologic factors, and predict the 
survival of patients with colorectal cancer after a 
radical potentially curative resection.
Philip Metres /  English will construct, revise, and 
complete The Garden of Broken, his fifth book 
of poems, a meditation on home and love in an 
age of global climate change, conflict, and forced 
migration.  The book will continue to develop his 
concept of cosmopoetics—making visible our 
intimate connection to places like Syria and Mexico, 
at the borders of our country and in our own city of 
Cleveland.  [Dr. Metres was able to take his Grauel in 
Fall 2020, as originally planned.]
Daniel Palmer /  Mathematics & Computer Science 
will create a new tool, based on Augmented Reality 
(AR)—head-mounted devices that superimpose 
computer-generated images onto the real world—
that will make possible observations of swarms 
in a new and unique way.  A “superobserver,” that 
is, a collection of humans, all observing the same 
simulated swarm through AR, but with different 
visualizations, will be able to observe different 
aspects of the same swarm at the same time while 
they interact with each other.
Debra Rosenthal  /  English will write the fourth 
chapter of her current monograph, Contemporary 
American Environmental Literature and Class 
Politics, and a comprehensive introduction to a 
volume of essays she is editing entitled Cli-Fi and 
Class, which will be published by the University of 
Virginia Press.
Zek i Saritoprak  /  T heology & Religious Studies will 
complete the manuscript of a book on the Islamic 
understanding of death, dying, and the hereafter.
Mark Sheldon /  Accountancy will study business 
managers’ perceptions of the validity of transactions 
executed on a blockchain, in which the execution 
of the transactions depends on a separate agent 
to observe the outcome of a real-world event and 
inform an automated procedure to execute—or not 
execute—the associated transaction.
Fellowships
Grauel Faculty Fellowships for 2021-22
[The following fellowships were awarded in December 2019 and were initially intended to be taken in 2020-21.  
Due, however, to the COVID-19 pandemic and the challenges it posed to the University, the awardees graciously 
agreed to defer their awards to the 2021-22 academic year.]
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Congratulations to Carl Anthony (Biology) and Charles 
Watts (Management, Marketing & Supply Chain), who 
are marking a quarter-century of service to the 
University.
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Carl  Anthony /  Biology will write four papers for 
submission to peer-reviewed academic journals.  
Three papers stem from prior work on how 
behavioral traits of animals affect both ecological and 
evolutionary processes; the fourth paper will explore 
how Eastern Red-backed Salamanders contribute to 
carbon retention in temperate forests, an important 
factor in mitigating human-caused climate change.
Deniz Durmus / Philosophy will analyze the sexism 
present in doctor-patient encounters where women’s 
symptoms are dismissed as being “all in their heads.”  
The study will focus on stories of women who have 
been mistreated by the medical system and also look 
at long-term implications of treatment being delayed 
due to misdiagnosis or non-diagnosis.
Nathan Gehler t /  Counseling will focus on the 
development of mental healthcare services in 
Vietnam, which are severely lacking.  To address 
the need for research, evidence-based training, 
and expansion of services, this project centers on 
three goals: to (a) validate Western psychological 
assessments in Vietnam, (b) contribute to curriculum 
offerings in Vietnam, and (c) expand an exchange 
program with faculty and students at JCU.
Grauel Faculty Fellowships for 2021-22 (continued)
[The following fellowships were awarded in December 2020 and will also be taken in 2021-22.]
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BUILDING BRIDGES
Dr. Nathan Gehlert, Associate 
Professor and Chair of the 
Department of Counseling, recently 
received a prestigious Fulbright 
U.S. Scholar Award that will take 
him to Vietnam for the 2021-22 
academic year.  His project is 75% 
research and 25% teaching-focused.  
At the core of the project are four 
interrelated goals: to (a) translate 
and validate Western psychological 
assessments in Vietnam, (b) 
contribute to curriculum offerings 
across Vietnam, (c) expand an exchange program, and (d) develop 
intake and treatment protocols at a university counseling center 
in Vietnam.  Meeting these goals has the potential to improve 
mental-health outcomes in Vietnam, strengthen the intercultural 
competence of faculty and students at John Carroll University, and 
facilitate an ongoing exchange of people and ideas.  
As Nathan explains the situation, while Vietnam is experiencing 
the fastest economic growth of any Southeast Asian country, access 
to mental healthcare is lacking.  Fewer than 1,000 psychiatrists 
are effectively each responsible for over 100,000 people.  Research 
suggests that between 20% and 30% of the Vietnamese population 
is in need of mental healthcare services, yet mental disorders are 
often viewed with shame, contributing to a persistent stigma about 
accessing care.  In response to this great need, Vietnam National 
University, University of Social Sciences and Humanities (USSH) 
launched a Master’s in Clinical Psychology program, the first in Ho 
Chi Minh City, in 2019.  
This will not be Nathan’s first visit to Vietnam.  Over the past 
five years, he has turned a position as a visiting lecturer in the 
Psychology Department at USSH into a budding student and faculty 
exchange program with JCU.  His work with this program as a 
Fulbright U.S. Scholar promises to expand the effort to train more 
mental health professionals and bring increased support to those 
in need of services.  Nathan will teach evidence-based counseling 
skills at USSH to the emerging first generation of Vietnam-trained 
psychologists.  In addition, his research in-country will empower 
this generation with robust assessment tools by investigating the 
cross-cultural reliability and validity of psychological measures of 
well-being, personality, and spirituality/religiousness. 
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TENURE AND PROMOTION
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING FACULTY
Gregory DiLisi
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SUPPORT FOR TEACHING
The following teaching-related grants for 
the coming summer have been awarded 
under the aegis of the Center for Teaching 
and Learning.
Medora Barnes (Sociology & 
Criminology) has been awarded a Jesuit 
Course Development Grant to develop a 
course on gender and health inequities.  It 
will examine the structures and conditions 
that have given rise to gendered health 
inequities both historically and currently.  It 
will also examine how these intersect with 
a range of other health inequalities, 
including those based on racialized identity, 
ethnicity, socioeconomic status, sexual 
orientation, and age.  The course will be an 
important addition to JCU Jesuit Heritage:  
Issues in Social Justice course options 
while also serving two interdisciplinary 
programs, Population and Public Health, 
and Gender, Sexuality and Women’s 
Studies.    
Richard Clark (Sociology & Criminology) 
and Malia McAndrew (History) have been 
awarded Summer Teaching Fellowships to 
develop and offer a JCU course at the Ohio 
Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation’s Northeast Ohio 
Reintegration Center, a minimum security 
women’s facility located on East 30th Street 
in Cleveland.  The course would be based on 
the Inside-Out Prison Exchange Program 
located at Temple University.  The program, 
which has existed for over 20 years and 
currently has over 140 educational partners 
in the U.S., offers college-level instruction 
in prisons and is designed to bring together 
campus-based college students and 
incarcerated individuals in a common 
classroom for a semester-long college 
course.
TEACHING AND SERVICE AWARDS
Congratulations to BRENT BROSSMANN 
(Communication), who has received the 
Lucrezia Culicchia Award for Teaching 
Excellence in the College of Arts and 
Sciences.
Congratulations to ARTHUR (TRIPP) 
PETZEL (Accountancy), who has received 
the Wasmer Outstanding Teaching 
Award for 2020.
Congratulations to YUH-CHERNG CHAI 
(Chemistry), who has received the O’Hearn 
Award for Faculty Advising.
Congratulations to MARK WANER 
(Chemistry), who has received the Curtis 
W. Miles Faculty Award for Community 
Service.
Congratulations to TAINNE DALLAS, 
who has received the Dr. Christopher 
M. Faiver Award for Excellence in 
Counseling.  The award is given annually to 
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